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Abstract

Objective: This study aims to examine the
effectiveness of the  Picture  Exchange
Communication System (PECS) on the receptive
and expressive language of children with Autism
Spectrum Disorder (ASD). Method: The research
method is applied in terms of its objective and
experimental in terms of data collection, following
a single-subject AB design. The study includes two
phases: baseline (A) and intervention (B). The
intervention package was the Picture Exchange
Communication System (PECS), which was
presented to the participants in six phases. The
statistical population of the study consists of all
children with moderate-functioning ASD aged 6-8
years, enrolled in special education schools in
Mashhad during the 2022-2023 academic year. The
sample of this research, obtained through purposive
sampling, includes five children, who were
definitively diagnosed with ASD using the Autism
Diagnostic Observation Schedule (ADOS). To
collect data, the expressive and receptive language
scales of the Niusha Developmental Test were
used. Results: The findings indicated that the mean
scores of receptive and expressive language of 6-8
year-old ASD children increased in the first post-
test compared to the baseline. This upward trend
continued throughout the implementation of the
PECS training program.

Keywords: Autism spectrum disorder, PECS,
Communication system based on image exchange,
Expressive and receptive language
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