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Abstract

Objective: This study aimed to examine the impact of
philosophy education for children on academic
motivation and engagement of second grade
elementary students with specific learning disabilities.
Method: This research was applied in objective and
semi-experimental in nature, employing a pretest-
posttest design with a control group. The statistical
population consisted of all second grade elementary
students with specific learning disabilities in District 1
of Khorramabad City during the 2023-2024 academic
year. From the population, 26 students with specific
learning disabilities were selected by convenience
sampling and randomly assigned into experimental (13
students) and control (13 students) groups. The
experimental group received philosophy education for
children over 12 sessions of 50 minutes each. To
collect research data, the Academic Motivation Scale
(AMS) by Vallerand (1992) and the Academic
Engagement Questionnaire by Reio (2013) were used.
Multivariate analysis of covariance was utilized to
analyze the data. Findings: The results showed that
philosophy education for children significantly
affected academic motivation and engagement in
students with specific learning disabilities (p<0.01). In
other words, the students’ academic motivation and
engagement improved significantly as a result of the
respective educational approach. Conclusion: Based
on the research results, teachers, counselors, and
parents of students with specific learning disabilities
can use the philosophy education program for children
to enhance their academic motivation and engagement.

Keywords:  Philosophy  education,  Academic
motivation,  Academic  self-regulation,  Specific
learning disabilities.
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