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Abstract

Objectives: The present study examined the lexical
knowledge related to reading among children with
deep deafness in two age groups of 9-10 and 10-11
years with two groups of normally hearing children
aged 9-10 and 10-11 years. Method: This research
was a causal-comparative study. The achievement
of 16 deaf children and 16 normally hearing
children was examined on a vocabulary assessment
task consisting of two tasks, namely a lexical
decision task and a use decision task. The target
words in both tasks represented the vocabulary
children should have at the end of primary school.
Results & Conclusion: The results indicated that
most hearing students reached this norm, whereas
deafest students did not. In addition, results showed
that deaf students not only knew fewer words, but
also knew them more poorly. Additionally, the
comparison of the two tasks demonstrated the
efficacy of the lexical decision task as a measure of
lexical semantic knowledge.
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