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Abstract

Objective: Narrative discourse is a medium to share
the outer and inner experiences of individuals
Research has shown that autistic children have
difficulty in different aspects of narrative discourse.
The aim of this study is to analyze the narrative
discourse of monolingual Persian-speaking children
with autism based on the experiential metafuction
introduced in the Systemic Functional Grammar
(Halliday & Matthisen, 2004). Method: The research
sample consisted of 30 autistic children (7-12 years
old) which were selected from three center and were
compared with 30 normal children (6-12 years old in
grade 1-3). The two groups were selected based on
random simple random sampling. Their performance
were individually recorded and compared in the
picture story telling task “the boy, the dog and the
frog”. Then, their stories were investigated according
to the experiential metafunction of systemic functional
grammar and the frequency and percentage of
different types of participants, processes and situations
were computed. Findings: The findings showed that
autistic children in compare to normal children
produced fewer clause complexes and clause
simplexes and their difference was statistically
significant (p<05/0). The findings also showed that
autistic children in grade 2 and 3 used less modified
nominal groups as Participants, the frequency and
variety of processes and the diversity of
Circumstances used by autistic children was lower in
2 and 3 grades than in their normal peers and their
differences were statistically significant (p<0/05).
Conclusions: The results of this study indicate that, in
contrast to normal children the ability of autistic
children to use language to describe inside and outside
experiences does not improve with age.

Keywords: Autism, Systemic Functional Grammar,
Narrative  discourse, ideational  metafunction,
experiential metafunction, logical metafunction
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61. Aphasia

62. Dementia

63. Attention deficit

64. Specific language disorder

65. GARS: Gilliam Autism Rating Scale

66. ASSQ: Autism  Spectrum
Questionnaire

67. A boy, adog and a frog

68. Clause complex

69. Clause simplex

70. Mental state terms
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. Autism

. Autism spectrum disorder
. Story telling

. Beginning
Middle

End

. Cohesive discourse
. Fluency

. Experiential

10. Ideational metafunctions
11. Transitivity structure
12. Ergative structure
13. Material

14. Mental

15. Relational

16. Behavioral
17. Verbal

18. Existential

19. Transitive

20. Goal

21. Intransitive
22. Actor

23. Behaver

24. Range

25. Sensor

26. Phenomenon
27. Sayer

28. Receiver

29. Verbiage

30. Target

31. Attributive
32. ldentifying
33. Class

34. Attribute

35. Carrier

36. Identifier

37. ldentified

38. Reversible

39. Token

40. Circumstances
41. Location

42. Extent

43. Manner

44, Cause

45. Role

46. Temporal

47. Spatial

48. Direction

49, Source

50. Destination
51. Path

52. Distance

53. Duration

54. Behalf

55. Means

56. Quality

57. Comparison
58. Degree

59. Commutative
60. Additive
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